FIRST INFIDELITIES

successfully always remembered this important trait in his
character.

The appearance at Court of this woman who was to become
the famous duchesse de Chateauroux was associated with its
own piquant legend, which caused her friends a good deal of
sniggering. In September 1742, after being widowed for two
years and left with very little money to keep up her position
in Paris, and then turned out of the house of a dead friend by
her enemy Maurepas, who was frightened lest she should do
him out of one tittle of the legacy, the duchesse, with her sister,
was literally thrown on to the streets, penniless and friendless.
They decided to go to Versailles together. When they arrived,
while the duchesse went into the palace, her sister Madame de
Flavacourt naively waited for Providence in her post-chaise
in the middle of the courtyard. She had dismissed the porters.
Soon the due de Gesvres came along and, opening the door
of the chaise, was dumbfounded to find her inside and asked
her how she had got there. "When she had told her story, he
rushed back to repeat it to the King; Louis found it very
waggish and said: 'See that they are given a lodging.' Later,
Madame de la Tournelle was made Dame de Palais to the
Queen, and Louis himself told the news to Madame de Mailly
in a voice of ill-concealed malice.

A second martyrdom began for this poor Mailly, who was
so wretched a slave of passion: the King became consumed
with desire for her beautiful Tournelle sister. She rebuffed
him at first, not wishing to be treated like her sister, but plan-
ning to secure her position financially. Louis vented the irrita-
tion of his thwarted passions on the heart-sick Mailly. Irked
by his chains and too weak to break them, he revenged him-
self on her by all manner of subtle mental torture. She, in her
turn, never stopped weeping. On November 2nd, 1742, he
took back her suite next to his Petits Cabinets and ordered her
to cede it to Madame de Flavacourt, telling her that she could
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